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 PASTOR’S PEN 
 

It’s never too early to start 
preparing for a birthday party. 
No, I’m not referring to my 
son’s 8th, coming up in less 
than a month—those discussions and 
preparations are already underway, 
certainly, but not so early as to excite 
comment. What I have in mind is the 
birthday that is coming up this July 10 
(yes, almost 5 months away. Bear 
with me.), with celebrations planned 
all over the U.S., Europe, and the rest 
of the world. You know the one I’m 
talking about, right? 
          (Continued on page 2)  
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GOSPEL  

HARMONY SHOW 
 

On Saturday, March 

7th, at 7:30 p.m., 

you’ll want to be at 

the Gospel Harmony 

Show, an evening of music, inspira-

tional Men’s Barbershop harmony.  In 

addition to the Men’s Chorus, special 

guests will include Acappella Xpress 

(Sweet Adelines) and Community 

Chorus Members.  Our own Kevin 

Galt, Dawn Larson, and Carol Sterup 

will be part of the choirs. 
 

The concert will take place at Bethel 

Evangelical Free Church at 2702 30th 

Ave. S.W. in Fargo. One can purchase 

advance tickets for $10 by calling 701

-893-5379 or by visiting FargoS-

tuff.com. Tickets at the door will cost 

$12.  
 

 

2009 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CALENDAR  
 

April 5 Palm Sunday   

April 12 Easter  

  No Sunday School 

May 12 Teacher Recognition  

May 17 Last Day of Sunday School 

  Senior Recognition  

  Potluck  



(Continued from page 1) 
Well, maybe not. But, whether you al-
ready had it on your calendar or not, 
July 10, 2009, is the 500th birthday of 
the founding father of our particular 
branch of the Christian family,  and     
one  of  my   own   particular   heroes,   
John Calvin. The lasting influence of Cal-
vin and his work is amply demon-
strated by the wide range of activi-
ties, events, and, yes, celebrations 
that are planned for this summer—
and some of which are already un-
derway. My plan for this column is 
to point you toward a few re-
sources that might help you to 
participate, in one way or another, 
in this momentous anniversary. 
 

For those who are completely unfamiliar 
with Calvin, he can be described by any 
or all of the following: 
 

●The leader of the Protestant Reforma-
tion (the large movement that broke 
away from the Roman Catholic church in 
16th century) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
●The most influential theologian and 
preacher of the past 500 years. 
●The primary founder of what became 
the Presbyterian tradition. 
●The writer of ―I Greet Thee, Who My 
Sure Redeemer Art,‖ possibly my most 
favorite hymn ever, which I occasionally 
inflict upon the congregation. 
●The only person whose bobble-head 
statue is on my desk. 
 

For a lot more detail, ask me. For a little 
more detail, ask any of the members of 
the Adult Sunday School class who 
spent much of 2006 and 2007 studying 
Calvin and the Reformation. Or keep 
your eyes peeled for an announcement, 
coming soon, of a screening of John Cal-
vin: His Life and Legacy, a new docu-
mentary  recent l y  re leased by 
Witherspoon Press, which I will be host-
ing at the church as soon as the DVD 

arrives in the mail. For a trailer, check 
out http://www.pcusa.org/calvinjubilee/
dvd.htm. 
 

For those who might be interested in 
learning a little more about our great-
grandfather in the faith, either before or 
after seeing the documentary, there are 
a number of other options out there as 

well. For example: 
 

●Our church library holds a copy of 
The Reformation for Armchair 
Theologians, a wonderful, accessi-
ble introduction to the basic issues 
and personalities of the Protestant 
Reformation (including Calvin). 
This book is aimed at non-
specialists with no particular back-

ground in church history or theology, 
and is written in a very engaging style. 
●In celebration of the 500th birthday, 
people all over the world are reading 
through Calvin’s most important work, 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, a few 
pages a day, all year long. I have been 
participating in this project and enjoying 
it a great deal. For a schedule of read-
ings, texts, discussion, podcasts, and 
more, see http://www2.ptsem.edu/
ConEd/Calvin/. 
●A ministry team of our presbytery, of 
which I am a part, is hosting a retreat/
workshop on May 1 and 2 in Devil’s 
Lake. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, a professor 
at Dubuque Seminary (where he has 
met our own Curt Brophy), will lead us 
in an exploration of the uniquely Re-
formed approach to prayer and spiritual-
ity, focusing especially on what Calvin 
teaches us about prayer. Again, this ac-
tivity will be aimed at the non-specialist. 
Contact me for more information if 
you’re interested. 
 

In short, this is a big year for all of us 
who partake in the heritage of John Cal-
vin. I invite you to enjoy this year, and 
that heritage, with me. 
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ANNUAL MEETING  
 

The Annual Meeting was held on January 
25, 2009. There were between 65-70 
members of the congregation present to 
constitute a quorum. 
 

Cheryl Montgomery, Treasurer, pre-
sented the financial reports. She re-
ported that the general giving was be-
low what was given in 2007 which along 
with other factors resulted in an 
$11,141 shortfall at the end of 2008. 
Only 59% of the members paid their in-
dividual per capita assessments  leaving 
approximately half of the church's as-
sessment to be paid out of the general 
budget.  Cheryl has resigned as church 
treasurer, and Carolyn Meester was 
elected by Session to fill the position. 
The report was accepted with thanks 
given to Cheryl for all of her hard work 
over the years. 
 

The Stewardship Committee presented 
the proposed annual budget for 2009. 
The proposed budget shows a potential 
shortfall of $33,149.19 unless giving in-
creases.  The budget was approved and 
can be found in the annual report which 
is available at the church.  
 

Discussion was held on how to pay down 
the $11,141 note at the bank. Adopt-An
-Expense, a program used successfully 
last year, was suggested. 
 

All reports were approved as presented 
with minor corrections. Pastor Stith and 
his family were requested to leave the 
room so that discussion could be held on 
the proposed Sabbatical Leave Policy 
and the Terms of Call for 2009.  The 
terms call for an increase of $170 in sal-
ary, $1,000 increase in housing allow-
ance, and a $300 increase in medical re-
imbursement allowance. Complete de-
tails of the Terms of Call and the Sab-
batical Leave Policy can be found in the 
Annual Report available at the church. 
Both were approved as presented. 
 

The following persons were elected as 
elders for terms of three years each: 
Kent Vail, Jack Smith, and Carrie Leo-
pold. Vicki Peihl was elected as an elder 
for a three year term so that she could 
be elected Clerk of Session for a three 
year term. The following were elected as 
deacons: Linda Bishop and Marj Meester 
for three year terms and Carla Vail for 
two years to fill out the term of Susan 
Gross, resigned.  Derek Leopold and Bob 
Olson were elected to three year terms 
as Buildings and Grounds trustees.  
 

The following persons were elected to 
the Congregational Nominating Commit-
tee for one year terms: Vicki Peihl, 
Carolyn Talley, Terry Meester, and Ray 
Christopherson. Elders will elect two eld-
ers and the deacons will elect one dea-
con to the committee. This is more than 
we have had in the past but is in accor-
dance to the Book of Order. Jenna Bar-
enthsen was  elected to a three year 
term on the Endowment Committee. 
 

Clerk of Session, Delores Horn, thanked 
everyone for the help they have given 
her over the past years. The congrega-
tion voted to extend extreme thanks to 
Delores for her work as clerk. 
 

Delores Horn 
Clerk of Session 
    

PER CAPITA  
ASSESSMENT 

 

The 2009 per capita as-
sessment to Presbytery 
of the Northern Plains is 
$41.95 per member or $12,626.95 for 
Community Presbyterian Church.  Each 
member is responsible for their own per 
capita assessment.  Each family is re-
sponsible for their children once con-
firmed as well.  If members do not pay 
their assessment, it must come out of 
the general fund!  Please take care of 
your personal obligation!  Thank you.   
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FEBRUARY  
CLERK'S CORNER 

 

Session met Wednesday, 
February 18, 2009. 
 

Kent Vail will be the  
chair of the Stewardship Committee; 
Jack Smith will be the liaison for the 
deacons, and Carrie Leopold will be the 
chair of the Christian Education Commit-
tee. All other committee chairs remain 
the same. 
 

Session approved a request from Carrie 
Leopold to hold a hand bell concert on 
May 3rd at 3:00 p.m.  Vicki Peihl was 
elected as Clerk of Session for a three 
year term.  Pastor Stith and Session 
presented Delores Horn with a plaque 
designating her as Clerk of Session 
Emeritus. 
 

Creative Learning Pre-school was given 
permission to hold summer sessions for 
four weeks in July.  They will pay $25 
per day or $400 for the full four weeks. 
 

The trustees have been making some 
changes in the lighting in the church.  
They have changed some fixtures in the 
front of the sanctuary and in the down-
stairs hallways in the old part of the 
church.  They have also programmed 
adjustable thermostats in the new addi-
tion.   They would like feedback on how 
you like the fixtures. 
 

The Christian Education Committee re-
ceived permission to solicit funds to help 
pay the $75 fee for each of our  youth to 
go to the Jamestown Retreat.  They will 
use some of their budget for this as 
well.  They are hoping that every middle 
school and high school youth will attend 
this event on April 17-20.  Lee Dobrinz 
has agreed to draw up plans to update 
and better serve the needs of the nurs-
ery. 
 

A daily prayer book was distributed to 
all Session members.  They were chal-

lenged by Pastor Stith to use it for the 
next month and to be ready to discuss it 
at the March meeting.  There will be a 
workshop in Devils Lake on May 1 and 2 
which is open to all those interested.  He 
also noted that the 500th anniversary of 
John Calvin occurs July 10.   
 

The clerk reported that 130 persons 
were served communion on February 1.  
Carrie Leopold and Vicki Peihl were or-
dained and installed as elders on Febru-
ary 8.  Also ordained and/or installed 
were deacons Marj Meester and Linda 
Bishop.  Derek Leopold and Bob Olson 
were recognized as buildings and 
grounds trustees.   
 

The funeral for May McLeod was held in 
the church on February 12, 2009.  May 
passed away on February 9 at Edge-
wood Vista Care Center.  Mary Holtey, 
from Fargo’s First Presbyterian Church, 
officiated in the absence of Pastor Stith.  
Internment was at Sunset Memorial 
Gardens in Fargo. 
 

Vicki Peihl, Clerk of Session  
 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
 

The opportunity for you to 
become VBS coordinator is at 
hand.  With this event comes 
opportunities for many indi-
viduals in our church.  There 
will be opportunities to meet new friends 
in our community, build friendships  
within our church, use your God-given 
talents, spend time with the youth for a 
day or a whole week—to name a few. 

 

Summer is coming soon. That is why the 
best opportunity to sign up is now; now, 
when the local Christian book stores 
have workshops on new curriculum;  
now, before our calendars are full of 
summer activities. 
 

We expect to hear from you soon. 
 

Becky, Carrie, Deb, Boots,  

Lisa, Toni, and Gayle       
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COMMENTS FROM CURT 
 

Starting the New Semester 
 

Here we go again  
 

After a semester and a January 
term, I am standing at a 3.5 ac-
cumulative gpa. Surprisingly 

enough, it was Greek two that brought 
me up to my goal for the first semester. 
Going into the second semester, I have 
great aspirations of doing just as well or 
better. It has become about giving God 
my everything, heart, mind, soul, and 
strength. I am looking through school to 
worship God with all that God has given 
me. God has blessed Kadra and me very 
much during this time, and we can only 
sit back and be in awe, worship, and 
give our all in return. 
 

Most Recent Updates 
 

In our time at Dubuque we have had the 
opportunity to make many friends. As 
Matt probably knows, one of them is 
Paul Snyder, who is also under care of 
our presbytery and is from Grand Forks. 
We have also had the opportunity to get 
a dog, now weighing 24 pounds at 4 1/2 
months. 
 

Kadra has been working a lot of nights 
in the NICU and is really enjoying it. She 
is getting a lot of support on the floor 
and works with the wife of one of the 
pastors in the area. This is a very nice 
support for her in addition to the sup-
port from the wives in the townhouses. 
 

The Round up 
 

Through a local church I have been 
given the opportunity to lead a small 
group. It is a young married couple’s 
group and we are looking over Philip 
Yancey’s book called Prayer. I am very 
excited about this opportunity. I am ex-
cited first because we get to meet cou-
ples in the local area that are our age 
while we are here at seminary. Two, so 
that I might continue to be in mission 

even while going to school and to use 
what I am learning in a very applicable 
sense. 
 

I am also going to have the opportunity 
to be a chaplain intern at one of the 
other local hospitals, Finley. I am dread-
ing and looking forward to the experi-
ence. I, on one hand, know that it will 
be a very good learning experience. On 
the other, I know it will be a tough 
learning experience. Still, it will be a 
great opportunity. 
 

On another note, we ask for prayers for 
health amongst seminary students. I 
just recently got off antibiotics for a si-
nus infection, and there are many stu-
dents here struggling with sickness. We 
ask for the healing, and for persever-
ance amongst a seminary dealing with 
many of the same illnesses in the com-
munity. Still, we press on in this race we 
run. Our Father in Heaven runs along 
with us, sometimes supporting us, and 
most of the time carrying us. We, in 
faith, look to God for all good things un-
der Heaven. Run the race my friends, 
endure, and finish for the prize that lies 
in Heaven. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Our former youth 
leader, Curtis Brophy, is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Di-
vinity degree at the 
University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary.  
He remains under 
care of Community 
Presbyterian Church 
during this time. To 
contact and encour-
age Curt write to: 

 

Curtis & Kadra Brophy 
73 Collins St Unit B 
Dubuque, IA  52001 

brocur@yahoo.com  
brokad@yahoo.com 
701-219-9486 
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THE RELAY  

FOR  
LIFE 

 

The Relay for Life is 

a moving celebra-

tion of cancer survi-

vorship. The event 
begins with a Survivors Lap in which 

cancer survivors take a victory lap 

around the track. A candlelight cere-

mony is held later in the evening to 

honor cancer survivors and remember 
those who we’ve lost to this disease.  
 

Relay for Life is a life-changing event 

that brings people together to: 
 

• Celebrate the lives of those who have 

battled cancer. The strength of survivors 

inspires others to continue to fight. 
 

• Remember loved ones lost to the dis-

ease. At Relay, people who have walked 
alongside people battling cancer can 

grieve and find healing. 
 

• Fight Back. We Relay because we have 

been touched by cancer and desperately 

want to put an end to the disease. 
 

The American Cancer Society Relay for 

Life represents the hope that those lost 
to cancer will never be forgotten, that 

those who face cancer will be supported, 

and that one day cancer will be elimi-

nated. 
 

Cass County Relay Kickoff Party will be 

Thursday, February 26th, at the Ramada  
Inn at 7:00 p.m.  Everyone who is inter-

ested is welcome at the party. 
 

Cass County Relay for Life – July 31st – 

Mark your calendars!!! 
 

Community Presbyterian Church is form-

ing a team for the Relay for Life. Con-

tact Brenda Bjorklund or Brianne Mont-

gomery to join this amazing team! 

BLAIR’S AFRICAN 
NEWS 

Dear Family and Friends, 
 

This is a final Kenya note 
to say thank you. For your support, for 
your prayers, for your love, thank you. 
For letting me come to you the spring of 
2007 with this crazy request for financial 
support to go to Kenya. For letting me 
return a year later to request for even 
more because I was not ready to come 
back to the United States yet. For all 
that you have done, I am so apprecia-
tive.  
 

Being a Young Adult Volunteer in Kenya 
was a blessing and an opportunity I will 
never forget. I had a fantastic job ex-
perience, met extremely kind people, 
and was able to explore my personal 
faith in a rich Christian environment. I 
applied to 3 different year-long intern-
ships abroad before graduating from 
college. After getting turned down for 
the first two, I accepted the YAV posi-
tion with a bit of a sigh of relief. I had 
no idea that it would be such a challeng-
ing and fulfilling experience. 
 

The main purpose of this note is still to 
say thank you, but let me please also 
take the opportunity to encourage any-
one who might be thinking about a pro-
gram like the Young Adult Volunteers to 
go for it. Opening your eyes to a new 
culture and a new way of experiencing 
God's creation will change your life. Ok, 
back to the thank yous: I am most 
grateful to the church for raising me in a 
faithful environment of love, introducing 
me to Kenya, and making it possible for 
me to return as a YAV. In August I will 
begin studying at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, and I look 
forward to sharing that journey with 
CPC as well. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, Blair 
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MARCH DATES  
TO REMEMBER 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 3-3 Julia Pederson 
  Karen Steele 
 3-5 Joram Stith 
 3-6 Ken Faircloth 
 3-8 Troy Montgomery 
 3-9 Amy Matzke 
 3-10 Claire DeJong 
 3-11 Bob Galt 
 3-13 Becki Donahue 
  Kristi Walker 
 3-15 Irene Martin 
 3-16 Dustin Smith 
 3-19 Derrick LaCoe 
 3-19  Lydia Leopold  
 3-21 Patrick Talley 
  Melissa Van Cleve 
 3-22 Bonnie Thompson 
 3-23 Ryan Kellerman 
  Dawn Larson 
  Clifford Sheeley 
 3-25 Michelle Ohm 
  Samantha Pyle 
 3-26 Keith Sebelius 
 3-27 Patrick Richard 
 3-28 Sam Barenthsen 
  Tom Taffe 
 3-29 Jessica Hill 
 3-30 Jordan Birrenkott 
  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 3-3-79 – Cliff and Gail Sheeley 
 3-4-78 – Bruce and Vicki Riedinger 
 3-5-51 – Ted and Evelyn Martin 
 3-7-70 - Lowell and Nan Wiese 
 3-14-64 – Chuck and Bonnie Thompson 

 

 S.S. NURSERY  
HELPERS NEEDED 

 

We are in need of some adult 
volunteers to supervise chil-
dren, aged two years under, 

in  the nursery during Sunday 
School.  Please sign up on the sheet in 
the narthex. 

MEN’S RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Do you have some stuff that 
you would like to unload at 
the Annual Presbyterian 
Men’s Rummage Sale? I am 
talking about quality stuff. 
 

Like: that old table set sitting on the 
porch; the toys your teenage kids have 
outgrown; the vinyl record player that 
you have in the storage closet; the com-
puter hardware and software that you 
paid $2,500 for five years ago but today 
is collecting dust in your work room; 
that espresso machine that the family 
bought you a dozen years ago but has 
been under the kitchen counter for the 
last five years; the engine timing gun in 
your shop that got replaced by a com-
puter analyzer; clothes that you thought 
were so cute on your teenage daughter 
but are no longer cool; that treadmill 
that you had such high hopes for help-
ing you lose those extra pounds; the 19 
inch tube television that was replaced by 
the 42 inch high definition monster in 
your family room. 
 

This is the time of year when you can 
clean your shelves and be ready for a 
new year of collecting even more stuff! 
 

All the proceeds will go towards church 
projects including writing down our op-
erating loan and supporting per capita 
obligations. Last year the rummage sale 
smashed previous records with $2,600 
raised. Can we make it to $3,000? 
 

Pray hard and bring forth the rummage! 
 

The sale will be held April 18th so now is 
the time to start organizing. The Presby-
terian Men will have more details in the 
April newsletter but if you want to get 
started early, contact  Andrew Thosten-
s o n  ( 7 0 1 - 4 9 2 - 0 6 3 0  o r  
atgtet@far.midco.net) or Jim Bjorklund 
(701-282-4942 or Jbjork@I29.net). 
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FOCUS ON  
MISSION 

 

Starting Sunday, March 8, 
the mission focus is One 

Great Hour of Sharing.   
 

This is the 60th anniversary of OGHS.  
Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined 
with millions of other Christians through 
OGHS to share God’s love with people 
experiencing need.  Our gifts support 

ministries of disaster response, refugee 
assistance and resettlement, and com-
munity development that help people 
find safe refuge, start new lives, and 
work together to strengthen families 
and communities. 
 

Our goal here at Community Presbyte-
rian is to surpass the $2,000 that was 
donated last year.  A member of our 
congregation has offered to match, dol-
lar for dollar any donations beyond 
$2,000, up to $500.  If donations total 

$2,500, this person will give $500, so 
that we can send $3,000 to OGHS. 
 

The theme of OGHS this year 
is ―Sharing Resources, 
Changing Lives.‖  Please 
share your resources so that 

we can help our brothers and 
sisters around the world find 
the hope for a brighter fu-
ture. 

 

CENSUS JOBS AVAILABLE 
 

The US Census Bureau announces the 
start of hiring for the 2010 Census. 
These temporary, part-time jobs offer 
good pay, flexible hours up to 40 hours 
a week, and the chance to work near 
home.  
 

Cal l  1 -866 -861-2010 o r  v i s i t 
www.2010censusjobs.gov. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Budgeted 2009 giving:  

$165,747.79 / 52 weeks = 

$3,187.46 per week  
  

  Budgeted   Actual  

  Giving   Giving 

Week  to Date  to Date 

2/15/09 $22,312  $18,349 
 

As of Feb 15, 2009, the year to date ac-

tual giving to CPC’s general fund is 

$18,349 compared to the $22,312 

budgeted for the same time period. 
 

These figures do not include the mort-

gage payments, which are funded from 

the building fund money market (Project 

Open Door giving).  Currently we have 

funds available in the building fund 

money market to make mortgage pay-

ments through April and a portion of the 

May payment.   
 

Please prayerfully consider your contri-

butions for 2009 in order for the church 

to meet it’s financial obligations for the 

year. 
 

HELP NEEDED  

FOR  

RAINBOW SHOP 
 

The Rainbow Shop is moving to a new 

location!  They are moving over by  Wal-

Mart/Sam’s Club on 13th Ave. into the 

Pacific Sound building (used previously 

by Big Dollar Store).  The Rainbow Shop 

will occupy the north end of the build-

ing.  Owner Jason Metzel is looking for 

volunteers to help move when the time 

comes - probably at the end of March or 

early April.  He says he will have pizza 

and refreshments and, maybe, some 

free CD’s for anyone who wants to help. 
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We’re still looking and 

praying.  We’ll be calling 
soon……. 

 

IS GOD CALLING YOU? 
 

Do you like to organize and 

enjoy the fellowship of our 

church? Do you have a desire to further 

our children’s relationship with God? Do 

you enjoy children, but aren’t comfort-
able teaching?    Well, the job of Sunday 

School Superintendent is right for you or 

for you and a Co-superintendent. 
 

With the help of the Christian Education 

Committee, the Sunday School Superin-
tendent(s) oversee(s) the following 

tasks: 
  

◊recruiting classroom and music 

teachers for the school year 

◊finding directors for the Christmas 
program and VBS 

◊ordering teaching materials 

◊keeping the congregation informed 

of educational events through 

church announcements, the bulle-
tin, and the newsletter 

◊stocking the supply room: construc-

tion paper, markers, birthday sur-

prises, etc. 
◊handing out attendance sheets and 

collecting Sunday School money 

on Sunday mornings 

◊awarding attendance certificates 
twice a year 

◊attending monthly meetings of the 

Christian Education Committee 
 

As the Superintendent, you would have 

input on all decisions regarding educa-

tion, work closely with the Christian 
Education Committee, and receive active 

support from the committee in carrying 

out your responsibilities. 
 

Ask yourself and ask God if He is calling 

you for this rewarding challenge. 

 

Please call any committee member if 

you are interested or have questions.  
They are:  

 

Carrie Leopold, Session  

 Committee Chair   282-9213 

Becky DeJong           281-8122 

Debbie Matzke          282-9463 
Boots Misheski         282-5429 

Lisa Steffen              282-5308 

Toni Stith          282-2715 

    Gayle Thostenson         492-0630 
 

PRESBYTERIAN 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is pro-
viding financial, spiritual, and volunteer 

assistance in communities along the 

Gulf Coast washed away by Hurricanes 

Katrina and Rita more than three years 
ago and with communities in Texas that 

suffered the wrath of Hurricane Ike this 

past fall. 
 

Some special volunteer weeks are 

planned for the Gulf Coast in 2009.  Fa-

thers and sons, families, and youth are 
invited to participate in rebuilding and 

recovery efforts through the Presbyte-

rian Volunteer Villages.   
 

Family Week is June 14-20, 2009.  Work 

with other families repairing homes in 
the New Orleans area destroyed by Hur-

ricane Katrina and Rita in 2005. 
 

Father/Son Week is June 21-27, 2009.  

Father and son duos will come together 

from across the U.S. to work, witness, 
and worship together.  Volunteers can 

stay in the Olive Tree Presbyterian Vol-

unteer Village in New Orleans to help re-

build homes destroyed by the hurri-

canes . 
 

Register at 866-732-6121.  Minimum 
age is 14.  $20 per night per person in-

cludes meals and lodging.  For more in-

formation go to www.pcusa.org/pda. 
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INTERVIEWS BY MS SOUL TRAIN: 

HANK YOKUM 
 

Personal Information 
   

 Birth date - May 5, 1923  

  Birth place - Mapleton, ND   

 High school - graduated from Ma-

  pleton High School  

  Occupation - retired  

 Married - Hazel on June 6, 1948  

 Children and grandchildren-       

  Beverly (Eden Prairie) -  

   Nate and Alisha 

  Richard (Fargo) -  

   Katie, Brett and Chris 

  Sharon (Denver) -  

   Dillon, Zane and Jade 

  Larry (St. Paul) -  

   Hanna and Andrew  

 Joined Community Presbyterian 

  Church - 5-6 years ago 

 

 

Favorites 
 

 

 Music - old time Country and  

  Western 

 TV Show - CSI 

 Animal - dog 

 Athlete - Magic Johnson 

 Smell - bacon 
 

Would You Rather 
 

How well do you know Hank?  Try to 

guess which answer he chose for each of 

the following questions. His answers will 

be at the end of the interview. 

... be able to fly or have the ability to 

read people’s minds? 

... have your favorite celebrity stay with 

you for a weekend or have a small part 

in a Hollywood movie? 

..never celebrate another holiday or 

birthday or never eat candy or drink 

soda for the rest of your life? 

...be a deep sea diver or an astronaut? 

...make $100,000 per year digging holes 

with a shovel or $30,000 per year play-

ing your favorite 

sport? 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Hank Yokum is a 

very interesting 

person.  I 

learned many 

things that I 

didn’t already 

know.  DID YOU 

KNOW… 
 

… Hank is both-

ered by his poor TV, and drivers who 

aren’t paying attention to the road.  
 

…when Hank was in school his favorite 

subject was algebra.  He says that to 

him it was the most interesting. On the 

other hand his least favorite subject was 

English because it just wasn’t interest-

ing.  
 

…when Hank was growing up he wanted 

to be an equipment operator.  He 

thought it would be fun to control big 

machines. Luckily, he was able to ac-

complish this dream.  
 

…Hank’s first car was a Chrysler and 

that he bought the car in cash from his 

neighbor. Is Hank still driving this car?  

No, he sold it awhile back.  
 

…when he was 19 years old he was 

drafted right out of high school. 
 

…Hank says that there is no better place 

to live then right here in North Dakota.  
 

…one of Hank’s many hobbies is wood 

working. He started in his basement 

with some simple tools: a table saw and 

drill. He likes wood working because you 

can see what you accomplished or com-

pleted.  
 

…he thinks he is a neat person because 

he likes to have everything in its place, 

     (Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10) 

but his wife does not agree with him be-

cause he has stuff cluttered around his 

chair, and he only cleans up after he 

thinks about it.  
 

These are some of the facts I learned.  I 

hope you enjoyed the interview with 

Hank.  
 

Interviewed By: 

 Patrick Talley 

 8th grade 

 April 20, 2008 
 

(Would You Rather answers: fly, celeb-

rity, holiday or birthday, deep-sea diver, 

favorite sport) 

 

MIDDLE  

SCHOOL  

SOUL TRAIN  

SCHEDULE 
 

March 8 – 6:30 -  interviews –  

  dinner  served by church women 

       15 – 6:30 - dinner and TAG – for 

  both MS and HS –  

   dinner served by Carol Sterup 

       22 – 6:30 - Hannas -  

  dinner served by Karen Steele 

       29 – activity with the Moorhead MS 

April 5 – Easter Egg Extravaganza – 

  time TBA 

       12 – Easter Sonrise Service –   

  breakfast 

  17-19 – Jamestown Retreat –  

  Our goal is to get every 6th-12th 

  grade student to go.  

      26 - 30 Hour Famine - Craig Holden 

May 3 -?-dinner served by Marj Meester 

       10 - ? 

       17 - outing with the Thostensons  
 

Please let Becky (281-8122) know if you 

can  help lead on May 3 or 10 or if you 

can serve dinner on May 10.  Thank you 

very much. 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

As discussed at the annual meeting, the 

Stewardship committee  has enacted the 

Adopt an Expense to help pay down the 

per capita debt of $9,900.00. Anyone 

that wishes to contribute to this en-

deavor can write a check and mark on 

the memo line Adopt an Expense or 

write it on a pew envelope.  
 

Session has chosen to end the mission 

component for funds collected with the 

second capital campaign for the new ad-

dition of the church. All funds that were 

collected to date deducted ten percent 

for mission, but funds that are collected 

after February 18, 2009 will be used ex-

clusively to pay down the mortgage. The 

church has enough funds for the mort-

gage payment until May. 
 

MAY BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Find the Hero in you.... 
 

-Every two seconds someone 

in the U.S. needs blood  

-One out of every 10 people 

admitted in a hospital needs blood -One 

million people are diagnosed with cancer 

each year.  Many of them will need 

blood, sometimes daily, during their 

chemotherapy treatment  

-One donation can help save the lives of 

up to 3 people 

 

The United Blood Service has asked us 

to sponsor our third blood drive!!  We 

have set the date for May 5th, the time 

is TBA.  If you have any questions or are 

interested in donating, please contact 

B r i a n n e  M o n t g o m e r y  a t : 

brianne_montgomery@cargill.com or 

701-367-4977.  Grab a friend, neighbor, 

or family member and help save a life!  

 

Hope to see you there. 
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WINTER TRUSTEE TALK 
 

Like members and their homes, 
the trustees have had their 
share of difficulties managing 
the church building and 
grounds through a severe winter. 
 

To date, we have spent about half of our 
snow removal budget for the winter 
(about $660). The good news is we 
have not had any removal expenses 
since mid-January. So, keep praying! 
 

During the months of December and 
January, energy usage shot way up, be-
cause this winter has been 9 degrees 
colder on average than last year. How-
ever, thanks to our energy conservation 
efforts, our expenses have stayed with  
in budget. 
 

In January, the forced air furnace to the 
sanctuary/fellowship hall experienced 
intermittent shut downs due to icing on 
the intake and exhaust vents. The prob-
lem was eventually solved without pro-
fessional services, and the system has 
been working continuously for several 
weeks. Icing was also a problem on our 
roof sewage vent pipes, but a couple 
gallons of hot water poured in them dur-
ing the coldest days took care of this. 
 

The sudden rainy thaw in the first week 
of February caused ice dams to develop 
in some of our downspouts, so we had 
some minor water leakage in the fellow-
ship hall and in one of the classrooms.  
This was handled quickly, and fans dried 
the carpets within hours. Drifting and ice 
dams on our flat roof over the old annex 
allowed water to pond, but no leaks de-
veloped, and a bit of snow shoveling 
prevented additional problems. 
 

Bob Galt installed a bank of florescent 
lights in the basement hallway of the old 
annex to see if this would brighten the 
place up. The results were good, so the 
trustees plan to do the rest of the hall-

way before February is out. 
 

We were inspected by the West Fargo 
Fire Marshal with only minor concerns 
listed. Our only deficiency was stacking 
things too high in a couple of basement 
closets which resulted in blockage of the 
sprinkler heads. These were quickly 
remedied, and we should pass another 
inspection without incident. 
 

The next meeting of the trustees will be 
7:00 p.m. on March 11th. 

 

ADOPT AN EXPENSE 
 

To help pay down the note for expenses 
we did not meet with our general giving 
this year, please pick an expense that 
interests you and mark your check 
―Adopt an Expense‖.   This giving will go 
directly against the note, be recorded on 
your contribution report as ―other‖ giv-
ing, and is over and above your 2009 
pledge.  Of course, any amount can be 
given and marked ―Adopt an Expense‖ 

 

$2.00 Box of crayons or colored markers
 for Sunday School 
 

$3.00 Colored paper for children’s bulle-
 tin 
 

$10.00 3 Pack of fluorescent light bulbs 
 

$20.00 Furnace filters 
 

$40.00 Safety deposit box annual fee 
 

$75.00 Christmas ad in The Pioneer 
 

$200.00 Bulk mailing postage 
 

$200.00 Telecommunications monthly 
 bill 
 

$268.00 Copier monthly lease 
 

$423.00 September Cass County Electric 
 bill 
 

$575.00 Giving envelopes 
 

$1,052.00  Monthly per capita payment 
 

$870.00 Snow removal and sanding for 
 a season 
 

$1,135.00 Monthly medical and retire-
 ment dues 
 

$1,231.00 Quarterly insurance bill 
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TRUSTEE REPORT  
ON ENERGY CONSERVATION  
 

One of the major expenses for 
the church is heating, lighting, 
and cooling. Inevitably folks 
ask, can we turn the heat down at 
night? Why are some of the lights on all 
the time? Are we using energy efficient 
bulbs? 
 

The answer to all of those questions 
are: ―yes we can and yes we are.‖ 
 

First, we have to remember that the 
church is used for more than just Sun-
day gatherings. It has a variety of uses 
at various time by different groups. Ex-
amples include: 
 

● pre-school during the week 
● dowel rod practice on Saturday a.m. 
● Praise Band practice at variable times 
over the weekend and weekday eve-
nings 
● Scouts on week day evenings 
● Choir practice, Quilters, various com-
mittee meetings, Deacons, and special 
events like wedding and funerals. 
 

This makes managing heating and cool-
ing needs difficult at best. But we are 
tackling this.  All of the space in the 
church with the exception of the class-
rooms and offices in the old annex are 
on programmable thermostats. So, after 
9:30 p.m., the temperature drops to 62 
degrees and then goes back to 71 de-
grees in the morning. As for the old an-
nex, this is on our boiler system which 
does not respond well to temperature 
fluctuations, so we have left it on con-
ventional thermostats. 
 

Second, we have been and are continu-
ing to install high efficiency lighting 
throughout the church. Essentially, all 
the bulbs in the sanctuary have been 
converted over, and now each one of 
our globes, for example, pulls 60 watts 
instead of 300. The lights in our narthex 

are being retrofitted when they burn 
out, and we are about a third of the way 
through the conversion. Most all of our 
lighting in the rest of the church are 
relatively low energy consuming fluores-
cent or compact fluorescent bulbs. We 
are making good progress. 
 

Third, as the cooling season begins we 
will modify the programmable thermo-
stats to reflect a different cycle. In addi-
tion, this past summer we restricted the 
cooling air flow with duct covers in the 
fellowship hall and this has kept the 
temperature in the mid 70’s in summer 
instead of the lower 70’s. (Since the fel-
lowship hall and the sanctuary are on 
the same system, our sanctuary can be 
cooled more efficiently without making 
things downright cold in the fellowship 
hall.) 
 

Finally, folks leaving lights on when they 
are not in use is a perpetual problem. It 
always has been, always will be. How-
ever, we have signage in all of our bath-
rooms now, and this has helped. Where 
appropriate, our security lights are high 
efficiency fluorescents, and/or they are 
on electric timers to sync with the day/
night cycle. As always, we remind folks; 
when you leave the church, please turn 
off the lights. Do not assume that some-
one else will take care of it. 
 

The trustees are always looking for ways 
to make our facilities more useful and 
efficient, so if you have ideas, let us 
know.  
 

Submitted by Andrew Thostenson for 
the Trustees. 
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The  
April 

Community Call  
Deadline will be  

Thursday,  
March 19 




